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Hanyang Origin Project is an adoptee-led collective of independent
researchers committed to uncovering, documenting, and critically
examining the history of transnational adoption from South Korea.

The name “Hanyang”, the former name of Seoul, refers both to the
historical centre of state power where adoption policies were formed
and to the falsified place of origin assigned to many adoptees through
fabricated records.

Contact
hanyangoriginproject@gmail.com
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INVISIBLE MOTHERHOOD examines key policies and events
in South Korea that affected the lives, reproductive rights and voices

of women and the circumstances under which children were separated
from their families, and then sent from South Korea to be adopted

by families in the West. The work traces the confluence of factors and
events that enabled the modern intercountry adoption industry,

with particular attention to the patriarchal and gendered structures

that shaped women’s reproductive and familial lives.
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Mountains of Migration,
Constellations of Return
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Mountains of Migration, Constellations of Return visualizes the annual
number of children sent abroad from South Korea for intercountry adoption
between 1953 and 2025. The data is transformed into a mountain-like
landscape: a historical record of scale, rise, peak, and decline.

At the IKAA Gathering 2026, participants are invited to place a star above
the year they first returned, forming a constellation across generations.
The work brings histories of departure into relation with histories of
return, transforming institutional statistics into a landscape of dispersed
lives, movement, and reconnection.

The mountain form also draws on the long tradition of Korean landscape
painting, £t43} (sansuhwa), in which mountains are more than scenery:
they can structure ideas of place, distance, movement, and the relationship
between individual lives and larger worlds.



